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PERUSAL SCORE

Zachary Wadsworth’s “vivid, vital, and prismatic” music has established him as one of the leading composers of his generation, especially 
among those writing vocal, choral, and operatic works. With recent performances by the choir of Westminster Abbey, the Washington 
National Opera Chorus, Boston Metro Opera, Long Leaf Opera, the Buff alo Philharmonic Orchestra, and the Atlanta Philharmonic 
Orchestra, his works have been heard in venues around the world, from Washington’s Kennedy Center to Tokyo’s Takinogawa Hall.
As winner of the  King James Bible Trust Award, Wadsworth’s anthem Out of the South Cometh the Whirlwind was performed at 
Westminster Abbey in the presence of Queen Elizabeth II. Other recent honors include a Fellowship from the Douglas Moore Fund for 
American Opera, a Charles Ives Scholarship from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, three Morton Gould Young Composer 
Awards from ASCAP, and fi rst-prize recognition in competitions sponsored by the American Composers Forum, the Pacifi c Chorale, the 
Boston Choral Ensemble, and the Esoterics. Wadsworth’s music is widely broadcast and distributed, with recent publications by Novello, 
G. Schirmer, and E.C. Schirmer, and broadcasts on NPR, BBC, and CBC.
Wadsworth earned graduate degrees from Cornell University (DMA) and Yale University (MM), and is an honors graduate of the Eastman 
School of Music (BM). Originally from Richmond, Virginia, Wadsworth (b. ) has taught at Williams College, the Interlochen Center 
for the Arts and the University of Calgary, and he maintains an active performing life as a tenor and pianist.

• Completed: April, . 
• Duration: approximately ’”. 
• Commissioned by the Chamber Music Society of Central Virginia.

Score Notes

• Square fermatas should be very long, and triangle fermatas should be short, like a breath.
• ‘+’ indicates a left-hand pizzicato.
• Especially in the first and last sections, tenuti are an invitation to rubato.
• ‘s.p.’ means “sul ponticello,” and ‘m.s.p.’ means “molto sul ponticello.”
• Where descrescendos end with a circle, this indicates to fade to near-silence.

Performance Notes

)e James River’s steep shores are dotted with cemeteries, some famous and some forgotten, where austere tombstones 
and ornate mausoleums sit still and silent, high above the rushing waters below. )is is one of Richmond, Virginia’s 
essential scenes, and one that is lodged in my memory from growing up there.
 In !ey Rest Above the River, a string quintet explores the beauty and strangeness of this scene. At first, the river 
flows into life, before the music’s watery melodies rise up the steep cliffs and freeze in place in the silent cemetery. Here, 
we hear evocations of Modest Mussorgsky’s “Catacombs,” before the ghosts of Virginians come to life, mingling phrases 
of imagined (or forgotten?) local tunes. Before any of them can sing for too long, we descend again to river level, where 
water moves over rock and life lives on (for now). 

Program Note
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