to Roger Roe
Letters Home

With text from letters by Alan Seeger (1888-1916) Zachary Wadsworth (b. 1983)
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We have made a march of about 75 kilometers in four days.
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On this slope the grape pickers
A are singing merrily at their work, on the other the batteries are roaring.
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under the winter stars.

and marched up the hill in single file,

before daybreak this morning,
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There is something fascinating in watching the dawn slowly illumine one of these new landscapes,
from a position taken up under cover of darkness.
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Slowly the mystery that it shrouds resolves
as the grey light steals over the eastern hills.
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Like a photograph in the washing, its highlights and shadows come gradually forth.
The light splash in the foreground becomes a ruined chateau,
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Over all there is the unmistakable, sharp, metallic twang of the French 75, the whistle of its shell and the lesser report of its explosion.
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